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                ** MEDIA ADVISORY ***

CHALLENGER LEARNING CENTER-ST. LOUIS CELEBRATES FIVE YEARS

Founding Chairman of Challenger Center for Space Science Education and Widow of Challenger Astronaut in St. Louis for Anniversary

	WHAT
	The Challenger Learning Center is celebrating five years of space, science and teamwork education in the St. Louis region. More than 27,000 metro-area students have participated in Center programs since it opened five years ago.

To commemorate this landmark in its sure-to-be long history, the Center has invited Dr. June Scobee Rodgers, Founding Chairman, Challenger Center for Space Science Education, and widow of Challenger spacecraft commander, Francis R. (Dick) Scobee, to lead the anniversary activities.

Dr. Rodgers, along with St. Louis County Executive, Charlie Dooley and President and CEO of the Saint Louis Science Center, Doug King, will address a crowd of invited guests prior to a demonstration of the cutting-edge Challenger Center simulation equipment.
Science education is critical to help the U.S. remain an economic leader. President-Elect Obama’s education plan declares his goal to “Make Math and Science Education a National Priority.” The Challenger Center provides a unique educational experience, sure to inspire at least a few future scientists. 


	INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES AT EVENT 


	· Dr. June Scobee Rodgers (also available the afternoon, evening and morning before the event)
· Melissa Rey, 2008 America’s Top Young Scientist of the Year

· Doug King, President and CEO of the Saint Louis Science Center

Contact Beth McClure to schedule interviews


	PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES
	· Challenger students demonstrate simulation equipment, including an “orbiting” space station and a replica Mission Control center.
· See segments of the brand-new Challenger mission, Return to the Moon(.
· The Honorable Charlie Dooley on stage to congratulate Challenger Center representatives.



	WHEN
	November, 20, 2008

Presentation: 9am

Reception and tours: 10-11am



	WHERE
	Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis

205 Brotherton Lane

Ferguson, MO 63135



	MEDIA CONTACT
	Beth McClure, Saint Louis Science Center, 314.289.1455 (o), 314.267.9916 (c), bmcclure@slsc.org or Tasmyn Scarl Front, Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis, 314.524.3490, x. 101 (o), 314.541.6036 (c), tasmyn@clcstlouis.org



	ABOUT DR. JUNE SCOBEE RODGERS
	Dr. June Scobee Rodgers has been an active and prominent leader in education throughout her professional life. In addition to being a classroom teacher and university professor, June has conducted research at the university level, served as a consultant to local, state and federal education agencies, and become a nationally recognized advocate for the advancement of science and math education.

Holding a Ph.D. from Texas A&M University, a Masters from Chapman College, California, and a B.A. from Baptist College (now Charleston Southern College), South Carolina, June is personally proud of the fact that she has taught in every grade-level classroom from kindergarten through college.
The families of the Challenger astronauts founded Challenger Center for Space Science Education in 1986 to continue the crew’s educational mission. With her educational credentials and commitment to the Teacher in Space program, June became a leading force for the Challenger Center organization and its mission. Challenger Center’s strength comes from an international network of educators, scientists, and corporate and community leaders. 



# # #


Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis


The award-winning Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis provides space education programs for schools, corporations, scouts, community groups and the general public. At the core of the Center are state-of-the-art space simulators, which include an orbiting space station, and a Mission Control center modeled after NASA's Johnson Space Center. The St. Louis location is organized through a partnership of the Saint Louis Science Center, the Ferguson-Florissant School District and the Cooperating School Districts of Greater St. Louis and is part of a growing network of more than 50 Challenger Learning Centers located throughout the world and serves groups throughout the Greater St. Louis area. 

Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis Partnership
The Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis was launched through a unique partnership of the Saint Louis Science Center, one of the top five science centers in the United States, serving 1.2 million visitors annually; the Ferguson-Florissant School District, which serves about 12,000 students in north St. Louis County from pre-kindergarten through high school; and Cooperating School Districts of Greater St. Louis, a nonprofit education consortium of 65 public school districts in Missouri and Illinois.

