PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Event Date: October 17, 2008, 10:15 a.m. -11:00 a.m.
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Contact: Tasmyn Front (314) 524-3490 x101 or (314) 541-6036 (cell)
Local Students Talk to Space Tourist Onboard the International 

Space Station
WHO: 
Richard Garriott, private civilian and son of NASA’s Skylab Astronaut Owen Garriott, plans to talk to local students from Florissant, MO and Fairview Heights, IL at the Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis through a live amateur radio downlink from the International Space Station. The event will also be broadcast live on the national Challenger Center website: www.challenger.org. 
WHAT: 
Students from Florissant, MO and Fairview Heights, IL plan to ask their questions about living and working in space of Mr. Garriott with students from other Challenger Learning Centers through the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program. “This is a wonderful opportunity for students to connect to and be engaged with an international space event and get them excited about science,” says Tasmyn Scarl Front, Director of the Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis.
Garriott’s efforts will continue former educator astronaut Barbara Morgan and Christa McAuliffe’s legacy of teaching from space and will reach children around the world via a live broadcast of the events. Lessons in support of Garriott’s on orbit activities, archived webcasts, podcasts, and students’ predictions of what will happen in the weightless environment of space are available on Challenger Center’s national website, www.challenger.org.  

The primary purpose of ARISS is to allow students engaged in a science and technology curriculum to speak with an astronaut orbiting the Earth on the International Space Station.  Using amateur radio, students ask questions about life in space or other space-related topics. For more information about amateur radio on the ISS, please visit: http://www.ariss.org
The Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis is a partnership of the Ferguson-Florissant School District, the St. Louis Science Center and the Cooperating School Districts and is part of the Challenger Center for Space Science Education, an international not-for-profit education organization founded in April 1986 by the families of the astronauts tragically lost during the Challenger space shuttle mission.
WHEN:
Local student downlink with Richard Garriott, currently scheduled for Friday, October 17 from 10:15 a.m. -11:00 a.m. 

WHERE: 

Challenger Learning Center-St. Louis

205 Brotherton Lane

Ferguson, MO  63135


Capture photos/videos and talk to students participating in the downlink!

###

