Spacecraft---LIFE SUPPORT 1



THE IMPORTANCE OF MY JOB

Astronauts cannot survive in space without a spacecraft that provides them with an Earth-like environment. The LIFE SUPPORT team (LS team) is responsible for maintaining this environment. It is the job of the LS team to ensure that the temperature, air pressure, and humidity levels aboard the Spacecraft remain within comfortable levels. The LS team is also responsible for monitoring air and water quality, and delivering seeds to Chryse Station.

Turn to the next task card.
RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Relative humidity is a measure of how much water is in the air relative to how much water the air can hold.  Relative humidity is written as a percentage. If the relative humidity is too high or too low, then equipment in the Spacecraft may not operate properly.  The instrument used to measure relative humidity is called a hygrometer.

Follow these directions for checking RELATIVE HUMIDITY:

1. Go to the computer and click “Checking Relative Humidity” to update the Mission Status monitor. Your computer screen will not change.  

2. Locate the hygrometer gauge at LS 1. It is labeled HUMIDITY.

Turn to the next task card.
3. Read the relative humidity in the Spacecraft by locating the number that is closest to the pointer on the gauge.

4. Send the following message (directions for sending messages are located in the MESSAGING section of the task cards).

The relative humidity in the Spacecraft is _________ percent.
5. If the relative humidity is too high or too low, then the LS team in Mars Control will send you directions for fixing the problem.  

Turn to the next task card.
SENDING MESSAGES

To send a new message to the LS team in Mars Control you will need to follow these directions. 

Follow these directions for SENDING MESSAGES: 

1. Click [image: image1.jpg]


.

2. Choose one or two words about your message, and type this subject in the “Subject” box.  

3. Type your message.  

4. Click [image: image2.jpg]SEND k-



. 
Turn to the next task card.
5. The “outgoing message” screen will appear showing a list of all sent messages.  A checkmark will appear next to each message on the “outgoing message” screen when the LS team in Mars Control has received the message and opened it.

6. Click [image: image3.jpg]


 to return to the “incoming message” screen.  

7. Return to checking life support systems.   

Turn to the next task card.
RECEIVING MESSAGES

When a new message is received, the indicator [image: image4.png]


 on the computer will flash.  It is important that you read new messages as soon as they are received. 

Follow these directions for RECEIVING MESSAGES:

1. Click [image: image5.jpg]


 on the computer.

2. Click the message you want to read on the “incoming message” screen.

Turn to the next task card.

3. Choose one of the following options for the incoming message:  

	CLICK: 
	TO: 
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	Go to the list of outgoing messages.
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	Reply to the opened message.
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	Go to the list of incoming messages.  


4.  Return to checking life support systems.   
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